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Electronic Waste “E-Waste” Drive 
PA-TSA Green Initiative 

Prepared by the PA-TSA Environmental Committee  
 

Goals 
• To pursue the problem of dangerous E-Waste pollution within the global 

environment 
• To expand the PA-TSA green initiative 
• To increase the positive impact that PA-TSA makes on society 

 
Explanation 

Americans own 3,000,000,000 electronic devices today. Last year alone 300,000,000 
electronics were disposed of by Americans, many unsafely. This doesn’t include many 
other superpowers and developing countries. This is one of our 21st century problems, but 
most likely the fastest growing global dilemma.  
 
As a technological organization, PA-TSA has a responsibility to take an initiative on this 
issue. Today, electronics play a major role in the progress and functionality of our 
organization. Tomorrow, these electronics will be polluting the water and air around our 
globe. 
 

Implementation 
EcoPhones, a company that recycles and pays for e-waste, seems to be the suitable 
candidate as the receiver of the products from a potential electronic waste drive. Not only 
does this company conveniently accept certain electronics, but it also has a guarantee that 
its electronics are recycled SAFELY – with the environment considered. 
 
EcoPhones will pay pre-determined sums for many used electronics. Unfortunately, 
EcoPhones and few other suppliers will not pay for items like desktop computers and 
toner cartridges (see table below). 
 

Items that can be sent to EcoPhones Items that CANNOT be sent to EcoPhones 
• Phones 
• Notebooks/Laptops 
• Digital Cameras/Camcorders 
• Ipods/MP3 Players 
• Handheld Game Consoles 
• Ink Jet Cartridges 

• Desktop Computers 
• Toner Cartridges 
• Computer Peripherals/Accessories  
• Home/Land Line Telephones 
• Electronics not listed under 

acceptable items 
 
The EcoPhones policy requires all electronics to be shipped to their factory in Texas. 
They will pay for all shipping labels, but will not provide boxes/shipping supplies. Any 
type of box can be used to ship electronics. 
 
My suggestion is that we encourage PA-TSA chapters to hold electronic waste drives in 
the time period before the state competition in Seven Springs, PA. Both middle and high 
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school TSA clubs can generate substantial revenue and make a huge positive impact on 
our environment with the implementation of this drive. 
 
 

“To Do” List 
 Establish “Electronic Waste Drive Fundraiser” page on www.patsa.org.  
 Post instructions, suggestions, and promotional materials for chapters. 
 Promote fundraisers to chapters through PA-TSA listserv.  
 Notify regional coordinators of plan and publicize fundraiser at regional 

competitions. 
o Region 1/6 

 Shawn Lydon slydon@northallegheny.org  
 Brian Garlick 

o Region 2 
 Tim Hess  thess@patsa.org  

o Region 3 
 Judith Hawthorn  JHawthorn@wssd.k12.pa.us  

o Region 5/9 
 Chris Weaver  weaverc@lmsd.org 
 Ken Raspen  kraspen@patsa.org  

o Region 7 
 Emil Stenger  estenger@patsa.org  

o Region 8 
 Ron Shealer  rcs15@scasd.org  

 Collect information from EcoPhones on how much positive impact PA-TSA has 
made and announce at State Conference. 

 
Written by  

Phil Hayes, Chairman 
PA-TSA Environmental Committee 

 


